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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action corresponds to application 10/799,378 filed 3/12/2004. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
4/9/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Amendments to claims 1-4, 7, and 10-20 have been entered. Accordingly, 
claims 1-25 remain pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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Specifically, the phrase "can" and "can be" in the last step of claims 1 and 10 
renders these claims indefinite as suggesting that the following steps may be optional 
and not clearly required. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "automatic filing" in the first line. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 7-8, 10-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Jensen et al ('Jenson' hereafter) (U.S. Patent Application 2004/0243494). In the 
following citations, Jenson teaches: 

With respect to claim 1, A method of storing, creating, and organizing financial 
information electronically, the method comprising: 

establishing a communication session between a first system and a second 
system (paragraph 0078 and Figures 1 and 9); 
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communicating information associated with a financial document from the second 
system to the first system the financial document associated with a first account 
(abstract, 0005, 0022); 

at the first system, associating the financial document with a folder (abstract), the 
folder being one of a plurality of folders defined by a customer user associated with the 
first account to organize a plurality of financial documents (0019, 0085, and figures 13- 
14); and 

providing an online environment in which the customer user can organize (0001), 
send (0011), search (0019), create (abstract), and save (abstract and 0019) the 
financial information (0005, 0023, and figure 1). 

With respect to claim 2, the method of claim 1, wherein the financial document 
includes credit card payments, debit card transactions, imaged checks, electronic bill 
payments or account statements (0024, figure 12). 

With respect to claim 3, the method of claim 1 , wherein associating the financial 
document with a folder in the first system comprises filing the financial document into 
the folder based on instructions from the customer user when the financial information is 
viewed (abstract). 

With respect to claim 4, the method of claim 1, wherein associating the financial 
document with a folder in the first system comprises automatically associating the 
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financial document with a folder upon receipt without human intervention (0083, figure 
11). 

With respect to claim 7, the method of claim 1, further comprising retrieving 
documents based on a document storage time stamp, date last accessed, date posted, 
dollar amount, group, or category (0022, 0027). 

With respect to claim 8, the method of claim 1, further comprising communicating 
financial information from a third system to the first system corresponding to the first 
account, wherein the third system and the second system contain separate and distinct 
accounts associated with the customer user (0005). 

With respect to claim 10 a system for storing, creating, and organizing financial 
information associated electronically, the system comprising: 

a host computer coupled to a network and running programmed instructions to 
provide reporting and folder operations (figures 1, 9); and 

a customer user computer connectable to the network, the customer user 
computer communicating customer user information to the host computer (0006, figure 
1); 

wherein the host computer provides an on-line environment (0005, 0023, and 
figure 1) for a customer user to organize (0001), send (0011), search (0019), create 
(abstract), and save financial information (abstract and 0019) using a hierarchy of 
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folders defined by the customer user (figures 13-14), wherein each folder in the 
hierarchy of folders includes a financial document that includes multiple indicators, 
whereby searches can be done across folders (0019, 0023, figure 14). 

With respect to claim 1 1, the system of claim 10, wherein the financial document 
includes credit card payments, debit card transactions, imaged checks, electronic bill 
payments or account statements (0024, figure 12). 

With respect to claim 12, the system of claim 10, wherein financial document is 
associated with a folder based on instructions from the customer user when the 
financial information is viewed (figure 14). 

With respect to claim 13, the system of claim 10, wherein financial document is 
associated with a folder automatically upon receipt based on user-defined criteria 
(abstract). 

With respect to claim 14, the system of claim 10, wherein the multiple indicators 
include document storage time stamp, date last accessed, date posted, dollar amount, 
or category (0027). 

With respect to claim 15, A system of storing, creating, and organizing financial 
information electronically, the system comprising: 
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means for establishing a communication session between a first system and a 
second system (0078 and Figures 1 and 9); 

means for communicating information associated with a financial document from 
the second system to the first system the financial document associated with a first 
account (abstract, 0005, 0022); and 

means, at the first computer, for associating the financial document with a folder 
(abstract), the folder being one of a plurality of folders, categories or groups being 
associated with each other in a hierarchical manner, wherein the plurality of folders, are 
defined by a customer user associated with the first account to organize a plurality of 
financial documents (0019, 0085, and figures 13-14). 

With respect to claim 16, he system of claim 15, wherein the associations of the 
plurality of folders can be dynamically modified by the customer user (figure 13). 

With respect to claim 17, he system of claim 15, further comprising means for 
conducting a multi-dimensional search of the plurality of folders (0026). 

With respect to claim 18, he system of claim 17, wherein the multi-dimensional 
search searches financial information in the plurality of folders based on multi- 
dimensional indicators, whereby the customer user can search and retrieve financial 
information based on any combination of search criteria (0019, 0020, 0026). 
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With respect to claim 19, the system of claim 15, wherein the associations of the 
financial information with one or more folders in the plurality of folders are made when 
the first computer receives the financial information (0083, figure 11). 

With respect to claim 20, the system of claim 15, wherein the associations of the 
financial information with one or more folders in the plurality of folders are made at the 
instruction of the customer user (abstract). 

With respect to claim 21, the system of claim 15, further comprising means for 
storing financial information from accounts at other financial institutions not associated 
with the first system or the second system (0005). 

With respect to claim 22, the system of claim 15, further comprising means to 
store electronic copies of scanned documents (0005-0006, figure 12), 

With respect to claim 23, the system of claim 22, wherein the scanned 
documents include notarized documents (figure 12). 

With respect to claim 24, the system of claim 22, wherein the scanned 
documents include imaged checks (figure 12, drawing reference 1220). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jensen as applied to claims 1-4, 7-8, 10-24 above in view of Chancey et a. ('Chancey' 
hereafter )(U.S. Patent 5,842,185). 

With respect to claim 5, Jensen fails to explicitly teach automatic filing is based 
on pre-established criteria. 

Chancey, however, teaches automatic filing is based on pre-established criteria 
(col. 1 line 56-61) to enter information into the appropriate account. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. processing financial transactions), it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the 
present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because Chancey 
would have given Jensen a further method of organizing financial information and 
automatic filing so that Jensen may efficiently store and index financial information. 

With respect to claim 6 Jensen fails to teach the pre-established criteria includes 
merchant categories. 
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Chancey, however, teaches the pre-established criteria includes merchant 
categories (col. 4 line 64-col. 5 line 12) for associating merchant codes with categories. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. processing financial transactions), it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the 
present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because Chancey 
would have given Jensen a further method of organizing financial information and 
automatic filing so that Jensen may efficiently store and index financial information. 

Claims 9 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jensen as applied to claims 1-4, 7-8, 10-24 above in view of Bacha et al. ('Bacha' 
hereafter) (U.S. Patent 6,950,943). 

With respect to claim 9, Jensen fails to explicitly teach providing each of the 
plurality of folders with a public or private indication, the folders indicated as public 
being accessible by persons having a shared key given them by the customer user. 

Bacha, however, teaches providing each of the plurality of folders with a public or 
private indication, the folders indicated as public being accessible by persons having a 
shared key given them by the customer user (col. 2 line 61-67, col. 4 line 34-40, and 
col. 6 line 16-23) for listing access privileges. 

In the same field of endeavor, (i.e. processing financial information), it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the 
present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because Bacha 
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would have given Jensen further access privileges and access control to maintain 
security (i.e. needed by Jenson at [0079]). 

As claim 25 contains essentially the same subject matter as claim 9, it is rejected 
equally. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-25 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent Application 2003/01 01 1 1 5 to Reddy. The subject matter disclosed 
therein pertains to claims 9 and 25 (i.e. private folders). 

U.S. Patent 5,890,905 to Bergman. The subject matter disclosed therein 
pertains to the pending claims (i.e. financial folders at figure 1B). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert M. Timblin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5627. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R. Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.. 

Robert M. Timblin 

Patent Examiner AU 2167 
6/14/2007 



